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COUNCIL ROCK PRIORITY STANDARDS – SOCIAL STUDIES 

8.0 ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR HISTORY - GRADES 3 – 8   
 

Elementary School & Middle School Standards (2009) 
US History, World History, Civics and Government 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Education  

 

 

Summary of Elementary School & Middle School Standards  
US History, World History, Civics and Government 

 

 

 
These standards provide a history framework to permit every school and teacher to create planned instruction.  The content within this document is general and 

does not represent a course or even a portion thereof. Every school is encouraged to move beyond these standards. These standards are merely a starting point 

for the study of history. Planned instruction to meet these standards is required; however, the methodology, resources and time are neither recommended nor 

implied. Having established the need to move beyond recall, it is the intent of these standards to give students throughout Pennsylvania a common cultural 

literacy.  

Pennsylvania, United States, and World History standard categories use the same four standard statements to guide teachers in developing planned instruction. 

The four standard statements include the following: (a) social, political, cultural and economic contributions of groups and individuals; (b) historical documents, 

artifacts and places; (c) continuity and change; (d) conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations. Some standard statements have bulleted items 

known as standard descriptors. The standard descriptors are items within the document to illustrate and enhance the standard statement. Each standard descriptor 

suggests content that may be addressed. These are not all encompassing and local planned instruction is not limited to these examples. 
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8.2 PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY 

8.2.3. GRADE 3 8.2.4. GRADE 4 8.2.5. GRADE 5 8.2.6. GRADE 6 8.2.7. GRADE 7 8.2.8. GRADE 8 

8.2.3.A. 

Identify the social, political, 

cultural, and economic 

contributions of individuals 

and groups from 

Pennsylvania. 

8.2.4.A. 

Differentiate common 

characteristics of the 

social, political, cultural, 

and economic groups from 

Pennsylvania.  

8.2.5.A. 

Compare and contrast 

common characteristics of 

the social, political, 

cultural, and economic 

groups from Pennsylvania. 

8.2.6.A. 

Explain the social, political, 

cultural, and economic 

contributions of 

individuals and groups 

from Pennsylvania.  

8.2.7.A. 

Identify the social, 

political, cultural, and 

economic contributions of 

specific individuals and 

groups from Pennsylvania.  

8.2.8.A. 

Compare and contrast the 

social, political, cultural, 

and economic 

contributions of specific 

individuals and groups 

from Pennsylvania.  

8.2.3.B. 

Identify historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to 

Pennsylvania history.  

8.2.4.B. 

Locate historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to 

Pennsylvania history. 

8.2.5.B. 

Illustrate concepts and 

knowledge of historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to 

Pennsylvania history. 

8.2.6.B. 

Describe the importance of 

significant historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to 

Pennsylvania history.  

8.2.7.B. 

Identify the role of local 

communities as related to 

significant historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to 

Pennsylvania history.  

8.2.8.B. 

Compare and contrast   the 

importance of significant 

historical documents, 

artifacts, and places 

critical to Pennsylvania 

history.   

8.2.3.C. 

Identify and describe how 

continuity and change have 

impacted Pennsylvania 

history 

8.2.4.C. 

Explain how continuity 

and change in 

Pennsylvania history have 

influenced personal 

development and identity 

8.2.5.C. 

Differentiate how continuity 

and change in Pennsylvania 

history are formed and 

operate.   

8.2.6.C. 

Explain how continuity 

and change have impacted 

Pennsylvania history. 

8.2.7.C. 

Explain how continuity 

and change have impacted 

Pennsylvania history as 

related to local 

communities.  

8.2.8.C. 

Compare and contrast   the 

ways  continuity and 

change  have impacted 

Pennsylvania history.  

8.2.3.D. 

Identify and describe how 

conflict and cooperation 

among  groups  and 

organizations have 

impacted the history and 

development of 

Pennsylvania.   

 

8.2.4.D. 

Distinguish between 

conflict and cooperation 

among groups and 

organization that impacted 

the history and 

development of 

Pennsylvania 

8.2.5.D. 

Examine patterns of 

conflict and cooperation 

among groups and 

organizations that 

impacted the history and 

development of 

Pennsylvania for 

responding to individual 

and community needs. 

8.2.6.D. 

Explain how conflict and 

cooperation among  

groups  and organizations 

have impacted the history 

and development of 

Pennsylvania.   

 

8.2.7.D. 

Identify local connections  

and examples of conflict 

and cooperation among 

groups and organizations  

and how this impacted the 

history and development 

of Pennsylvania.  

8.2.8.D. 

Compare and contrast  

examples of how conflict 

and cooperation among 

groups and organizations 

impacted the history and  

development of 

Pennsylvania.  
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8.3. UNITED STATES HISTORY 

8.3.3. GRADE 3 8.3.4. GRADE 4 8.3.5. GRADE 5 8.3.6. GRADE 6 8.3.7. GRADE 7 8.3.8. GRADE 8 

8.3.3.A. 

Identify and describe the 

social, political, cultural, and 

economic contributions of 

individuals and groups in 

United States history. 

8.3.4.A. 

Differentiate common 

characteristics of the social, 

political, cultural and 

economic groups in United 

States history. 

8.3.5.A. 

Compare and contrast 

common characteristics of 

the social, political, 

cultural and economic 

groups in United States 

history. 

8.3.6.A. 

Explain the social, political, 

cultural, and economic 

contributions of 

individuals and groups to 

United States history. 

 

8.3.7.A. 

Classify the social, political, 

cultural, and economic 

contributions of 

individuals and groups 

throughout United States 

history. 

8.3.8.A. 

Examine the role 

groups and individuals 

played in the social, 

political, cultural, and 

economic development 

of the United States. 

8.3.3.B. 

Identify and describe 

historical documents, 

artifacts, and places 

critical to United States 

history. 

8.3.4.B. 

Locate historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to United 

States history. 

8.3.5.B. 

Illustrate concepts and 

knowledge of historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to United 

States history. 

8.3.6.B. 

Explain the importance of 

significant  historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to United 

States history. 

8.3.7.B. 

Examine the importance of 

significant  historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

places critical to United 

States history. 

8.3.8.B. 

Evaluate the 

importance of historical 

documents, artifacts 

and places critical to 

United States history. 

8.3.3.C. 

Identify and describe how 

continuity and change 

have impacted U.S. 

history. 

8.3.4.C. 

Explain how continuity and 

change in U.S. history have 

influenced personal 

development and identity. 

8.3.5.C. 

Differentiate how 

continuity and change in 

U.S. history are formed and 

operate.  

8.3.6.C. 

Explain how continuity 

and change have impacted 

U.S. history. 

8.3.7.C. 

Compare how continuity 

and change have impacted 

U.S. history. 

8.3.8.C. 

Summarize how 

continuity and change  

have impacted U.S. 

history. 

8.3.3.D. 

Identify and describe how 

conflict and cooperation 

among groups and 

organizations have 

impacted the history and 

development of the US.   

8.3.4.D. 

Distinguish between 

conflict and cooperation 

among groups and 

organization that impacted 

the history and 

development of the United 

States. 

 

8.3.5.D. 

Examine patterns of 

conflict and cooperation 

among groups and 

organizations that 

impacted the history and 

development of the United 

States.  

 

8.3.6.D. 

Explain how conflict and 

cooperation among 

groups  and organizations 

have impacted the history 

and development of the 

U.S.   

 

8.3.7.D. 

Examine conflict and 

cooperation among 

groups  and organizations 

in U.S. history.  

 

 

8.3.8.D. 

Examine how conflict 

and cooperation 

among groups and 

organizations have 

impacted the growth 

and development of 

the U.S. 
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8.4 WORLD HISTORY 

8.4.3. GRADE 3 8.4.4. GRADE 4 8.4.5. GRADE 5 8.4.6. GRADE 6 8.4.7. GRADE 7 8.4.8. GRADE 8 

8.4.3.A. 

Identify the elements of 

culture and ethnicity.   

8.4.4.A. 

Differentiate common 

characteristics of the 

social, political, cultural, 

and economic groups in 

world history 

8.4.5.A. 

Compare and contrast 

common characteristics of 

the social, political, 

cultural, and economic 

groups in world history. 

8.4.6.A. 

Explain the social, 

political, cultural, and 

economic contributions of 

individuals and groups to 

world history. 

8.4.7.A. 

Summarize the social, 

political, cultural, and 

economic contributions of 

individuals and groups in 

world history. 

8.4.8.A. 

Compare the role groups 

and individuals played in 

the social, political, 

cultural, and economic 

development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.3.B. 

Identify the importance of 

artifacts and sites to 

different cultures and 

ethnicities.  

8.4.4.B. 

Locate historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

sites, which are critical to 

World history. 

8.4.5.B. 

Illustrate concepts and 

knowledge of historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

sites, which are critical to 

World history. 

8.4.6.B. 

Identify and explain the 

importance of  historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

sites which are critical to 

world history. 

8.4.7.B. 

Explain the importance of  

historical documents, 

artifacts, and sites which 

are critical to world 

history. 

8.4.8.B. 

Illustrate how historical 

documents, artifacts, and 

sites are critical to world 

history. 

8.4.3.C. 

Compare and contrast 

selected world cultures. 

8.4.4.C. 

Explain how continuity 

and change in world 

history have influenced 

personal development and 

identity.  

8.4.5.C. 

Intentionally Blank  

8.4.6.C. 

Explain how continuity and 

change have impacted 

world history. 

8.4.7.C. 

Differentiate how 

continuity and change have 

impacted world history. 

8.4.8.C. 

Illustrate how continuity 

and change have 

impacted world history. 

8.4.3.D. 

Identify conflict and 

cooperation among groups 

and organizations from 

around the world.  

8.4.4.D. 

Distinguish between 

conflict and cooperation 

among groups and 

organization that 

impacted development of 

the history of the world. 

8.4.5.D. 

Intentionally Blank 

8.4.6.D. 

Examine patterns of 

conflict and cooperation 

among groups and 

organizations that 

impacted the 

development of the 

history of the world. 

8.4.7.D. 

Explain how conflict and 

cooperation among 

groups and organizations 

have impacted the history 

of the world. 

8.4.8.D. 

Compare conflict and 

cooperation among 

groups  and organizations 

which have impacted the 

history and development 

of the world.    
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8.0 ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR HISTORY - GRADES 9 – 12  
 

Secondary Standards  (2009) 

US History (1850-Present), World History (1450-Present), Civics and Government 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Education  

 

 

Summary of Priority Secondary Standards  

US History (1850-Present), World History (1450-Present), Civics and Government 

 

 

 

These standards provide a history framework to permit every school and teacher to create planned instruction.  The content within this document is general and 

does not represent a course or even a portion thereof. Every school is encouraged to move beyond these standards. These standards are merely a starting point 

for the study of history. Planned instruction to meet these standards is required; however, the methodology, resources and time are neither recommended nor 

implied. Having established the need to move beyond recall, it is the intent of these standards to give students throughout Pennsylvania a common cultural 

literacy. 

Pennsylvania, United States, and World History standard categories use the same four standard statements to guide teachers in developing planned instruction. 

The four standard statements include the following: (a) social, political, cultural and economic contributions of groups and individuals; (b) historical documents, 

artifacts and places; (c) continuity and change; (d) conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations. Some standard statements have bulleted items 

known as standard descriptors. The standard descriptors are items within the document to illustrate and enhance the standard statement. Each standard descriptor 

suggests content that may be addressed. These are not all encompassing and local planned instruction is not limited to these examples. 
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PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY 8.2 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 ALL 

8.2.9.  
GRADE 9 

8.2.U. 
US HISTORY 1850-PRESENT 

8.2.W. 
WORLD HISTORY 1450-PRESENT 

8.2.C.                            
CIVICS & GOVERNMENT 

8.2.9.A. 

Contrast the role groups and individuals 

from Pennsylvania play in the social, 

political, cultural, and economic 

development of the U.S.  

8.2.U.A. 

Evaluate the role groups and individuals 

from Pennsylvania play in the social, 

political, cultural, and economic 

development of the U.S. 

8.2.W.A. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.2.C.A. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.2.9.B. 

Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places in 

Pennsylvania which are critical to U.S. 

history. 

8.2.U.B. 

Evaluate the importance of various 

historical documents, artifacts, and places 

in Pennsylvania  which are critical to U.S. 

8.2.W.B. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.2.C.B. 

Demonstrate an understanding of how 

the PA Constitution and the US 

Constitution co-exist.  

 

8.2.9.C. 

Compare and contrast how continuity 

and change in Pennsylvania are 

interrelated throughout U.S. history. 

 

8.2.U.C. 

Evaluate continuity and change in 

Pennsylvania are interrelated to the U.S. 

 

8.2.W.C. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.2.C.C. 

Compare and contrast the basic principles 

and ideals found in significant documents 

 

8.2.9.D. 

Interpret how conflict and cooperation 

among  groups  and organizations in 

Pennsylvania have influenced the growth 

and development of the US. 

 

8.2.U.D. 

Evaluate how conflict and cooperation 

among  groups and organizations in 

Pennsylvania have influenced the growth 

and development of the U.S. 

8.2.W.D. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.2.C.D. 

Intentionally Blank 
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UNITED STATES HISTORY 8.3 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 ALL 

8.3.9.  

GRADE 9 

8.3.U.  

US HISTORY 1850-PRESENT 

8.3.W.  

WORLD HISTORY 1450-PRESENT 

8.3.C.                           

CIVICS & GOVERNMENT 

8.3.9.A. 

Compare the role groups and individuals 

play in the social, political, cultural, and 

economic development of the U.S.  

8.3.U.A. 

Compare the role groups and individuals 

play in the social, political, cultural, and 

economic development of the U.S. 

8.3.W.A. 

Intentionally Blank 

8.3.C.A.  

Compare and contrast the politics of 

various interest groups and evaluate their 

impact on foreign policy. 

8.3.9.B. 

Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which 

are critical to the U.S. 

8.3.U.B. 

Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which 

are critical to the U.S. 

8.3.W.B. 

Intentionally Blank 

8.3.C.B. 

Compare and contrast the basic principles 

and ideals found in significant documents 

 

8.3.9.C. 

Analyze how continuity and change have 

impacted the United States. 

8.3.U.C. 

Evaluate how continuity and change have 

impacted the United States. 

8.3.W.C. 

Intentionally Blank  

8.3.C.C. 

Analyze the principles and ideals that 

shape United States government.  

 

8.3.9.D. 

Interpret how conflict and cooperation 

among groups  and organizations have 

impacted the growth and development of 

the U.S. 

8.3.U.D. 

Evaluate how conflict and cooperation 

among groups and organizations have 

influenced the growth and development 

of the U.S. 

8.3.W.D. 

     Intentionally Blank 

8.3.C.D. 

Analyze the role political symbols play in 

civil disobedience and patriotic activities. 
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WORLD HISTORY 8.4 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 ALL 

8.4.9. GRADE 9 
8.4.U.  

US HISTORY 1850-PRESENT 

8.4.W.  

WORLD HISTORY 1450-PRESENT 

8.4.C.                            

CIVICS & GOVERNMENT 

8.4.9.A. 

Compare the role groups and individuals 

play in the social, political, cultural, and 

economic development throughout world 

history. 

 

8.4.U.A. 

Intentionally Blank 

8.4.W.A. 

Evaluate the role groups and individuals 

play in the social, political, cultural, and 

economic development throughout world 

history. 

8.4.C.A.  

Evaluate the effectiveness of various 

international organizations, both 

governmental and non-governmental. 

 

8.4.9.B. 

Contrast the importance of historical 

documents, artifacts, and sites which are 

critical to world history. 

 

8.4.U.B. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.4.W.B. 

Evaluate the importance of historical 

documents, artifacts, and sites which are 

critical to world history. 

8.4.C.B. 

Compare and contrast the basic principles 

and ideals found in significant documents 

 

 

8.4.9.C. 

Analyze how continuity and change   have 

impacted world history. 

 

8.4.U.C. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.4.W.C. 

Evaluate how continuity and change have 

impacted the world today. 

8.4.C.C. 

Employ historical examples and political 

philosophy to evaluate major arguments 

advanced for the necessity of 

government. 

 

8.4.9.D. 

Analyze how conflict and cooperation 

among groups  and organizations have 

influenced the history and development 

of the world.   

 

8.4.U.D. 

Intentionally Blank 

 

8.4.W.D. 

Evaluate how conflict and cooperation 

among groups  and organizations have 

impacted the development of the world 

today, including its effects on 

Pennsylvania. 

8.4.C.D.    

Analyze strategies used to resolve 

conflicts in society and government. 

Evaluate the role of nationalism in uniting 

and dividing citizens. 

 

 

 


